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Taxation, Tyranny; 


SIR, 


* 


I Recollect the time when entertainment 
and inſtruction were inſeparably connect- 
ed with every ſentence which you wrote. 


_ * Amidſt the ſplendor of your language, 


we traced the cloſe ſolidity of argument. 
To what cauſe, whilſt you remain fan- 
taſtically nice in the attirements of the 
former, muſt we attribute your con- 
temptuous deſertion of the latter? The 
B | ſounds 


1 | ED 
ſounds of reaſon are no more; the har- 
mony of the periods ſtil] ravith6s the. — 
ear, and reminds us of the muſic of an 
opera, accompanying words the meaning 
of which is neither recommended by its 
novelty, nor -4 by its impor- 
tance. 3 
From a philoſophical 2 
proceed to the poſition that 
Poꝛver of every community hath the right 
of requiring from all its ſubjedts fuch con- 
tributions as are neceſſary to the public ſafe- 
ty, or public proſperity. It I diſſent from 
you, I muſt be branded with the appel- | 
lation of a zealot of anarchy denying to 
| the parliament of Great Britain the right 
| of taxing the American Colonies. I do 
| not mean to murmur at the ſeverity of 
the charge, yet, whilſt I kiſs the rod, 
| muſt take the liberty to obſerve that the 
_ expreſſion, | ſupreme power, is, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, not only too indefinite, but too 
arbitrary in 1ts ſound for any Engliſhman 
| the leaſt converſant in the nature of the 
Conſtitution, The a right cf 
taxing 
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taxing the Americans is not veſted either 
ſeparately, or collectively, in the three 
legiſlative bodies of Great Britain; and, 
if it were, ſhould have been waved, up- 
on a late occaſion, as unneceſſary and 
detrimental to the public welfare. The 
tendency of this doctrine 1s not to leſſen 
Engliſh honor, or Engliſh power. Eng- 
liſh honor will blaze the brighter through 
an averſion from injuſtice. Engliſh power 
will ſtand upon the firmeſt ground, when 
it is leaſt abuſed by tyranny. Vour coun- 
trymen have not liſtened to this opinion 
with a wiſh to find it true, but with a 
conſciouſneſs that it was not erroneous. 
That paſſion hath in its firſt violence 
controlled intereſt, is as little applicable 
to them as it can poſſibly be to you; 
and there are many who do you the 
juſtice to ſuppoſe that, howſoever exaſ- 
perated you appear to be againſt the Co- 
loniſts, you have not, in your anger, 
been forgetful of your intereſt. 
Two of your next paragraphs are 
equally liberal and juſt. The love of 
B 2 our 
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our country is, indeed, a virtue, even 
when the preference is blindly made 
without a compariſon; but amongſt thoſe 
Engliſhmen who to their natural reaſon 
have joined experience, this love, al- 
though it may, originally, have been 
grafted upon prejudice, is ſtrengthenęd 
and augmented by a cool compariſon be- 
tween the ſtate of Britain, and the ſtate 
of every other nation. May no events 
ariſe to weaken and diminiſh this attach- 
ment Þ the difficulty of producing them 
is a refuge from our fears; and whatſo- 
ever might be the future inclinations of 
princes, and ſuperiors leſs gracious than 
the preſent, the powers that ſhould aim 
at lowering the Conſtitution beneath the 
envy and admiration of every kingdom 
which ſurrounds us, would ſink amidſt 
their own fatality. Some blows may 
probably be ſtricken with impunity.: 
yet the violence of invaſion, perceives a 
limit which it cannot paſs, without de- 
ſtruction. 


If 
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If it hath not been your fortune to 
find either in ancient, or modern writers, 
any honorable mention of thoſe, who 
have with equal blindneſs hated their 
country, I can only impute it to the loſs 
of the miniſterial abortions which ſcream- 
ed and periſhed without engaging your 
attention. Who theſe antipatriotic in- 
dividuals are, is a queſtion to which, I 
am poſitive, we ſhould return a different 
anſwer. In your political creed, they 
are the advocates of America, In mine, 
they are her enemies. For the honor- 
able mention which you deſpaired of 
ſeeing, will you permit me to refer you 
to a writer of the firſt eminence amongſt 
the moderns; the political, the liberal, 
and diſintereſted author of Taxation no 
Tyranny ? 

That a gentleman of your courtly diſ- 
polition ſhould cloſe ſix valuable pages, 
without the lighteſt raillery on the 
Whigs, is an indulgence which that bo- 
dy, whom it is ſo faſhionable: to inſult, 
could ſcarcely have expected. Yet not 


for 


| Cc 6 ) 
| for ſuch miſcreants is there a poſſibility 
of eſcaping. Howſoever ſlow, your juſtice 
will be ſure. Expert at varying the tor- 
if ture, you either puniſh them by an in- 
if dignant ſilence, or by a ſtroke, a coup de 
grace in your expreſſions which diſpatches 
4 them, at once. Of the laſt ſeverity we 
| | find a terrible example in the beginning 
of your pamphlet. At the ſeventh page, 
| you ſpeak * not of men merely, but of 
5 « Whigs, of Whigs fierce for liberty, and 
4 diſdainful of dominion.” Your inference 
is contemptible : they neither wrangle 
for licentiouſneſs, nor wiſh to be exempt- 
1 ed from an equitable ſubjection. The 
| | liberty for which they plead is conſtitu- 
i tional, and the dominion which they 
| 
| 


diſdain, is arbitrary. Of the former ſe- 
verity, the reader who hath peruſed a 
Journey to the Weſtern Iſles of Scotland, 
may call to mind as ſingular an inſtance. 
May I preſume to aſk you, Sir, whe- 
ther, if victory had declared againſt the 
\'F Whigs, you would ſo cautiouſly have 
4 concealed from us that the field of Cul- 
1 loden 
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loden was lately honored with your pre- 
ſence ? | 
We have been taught to hope from 
the mild, but general aſſurances of the 
Secretary at War, that only ten thouſand 
ſoldiers ſhould be employed againſt the 
Coloniſts. Vet were the hint, which is 
an equal credit to your 'underſtanding, 
and to your feelings, adopted by the Mi- 
niſtry, the preſent military force of Eng- 
land would ſcarcely be ſufficient to ac- 
compliſh it. I ſhould imagine, Sir, that 
the work would be more than they could 
eaſily go through. Reſiſtance, I put out 
of the queſtion. Your alluſion to an 
imitation of the deſtruction of the Hy- 
dra is beautifully poetical, and, when 
reduced to plain proſe, means nothing. 
worſe than cutting off the heads of our 
fellow-ſubjects in America. 

You are a ſubje& of one of the firſt 
commercial countries in the world; and 
it is, therefore, wonderful that your ob- 
ſervations concerning the feelings, the 
views, and the abilities of our merchants 

ſhould 
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ſhould be ſo groundleſs that they confute 
themſelves. If I did not diſcern that 
they were tainted by an obedient illibera- 
hty, which, as you knew that a petition 
was to be preſented to the throne, hath 
placed you- in the light of one who pre- 
poſſeſſes / the minds of juries before the 
trials, I ſhould ſuppoſe that you only 
wrote them to. diſcover whether you 
could-be more fallible in your judgment, 
than a tight | honorable apoſtate, who 
believes that of all the evils which the 
American merchants, now, N ſuſ- 
penſe is the greateſt. | 
From this cenſure, viii as you have 
ſores it, your pleaſure is that a remnant 
ſhall be ſaved. The traders of the town 
of Birmingham, and, let me add, the 
clothiers, and the inhabitants of Trow- 
bridge, and the counter-petitioners of 
Nottingham are equally intitled to your 
protection, A writer, whoſe veracity as 
a politician might not reſt.upon ſo ſolid a 


foundation as your own, would have 


eſteemed it neceſſary to ſatisfy the public 
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concerning the manner in which this 
Birmingham. petition was procured, and 
bgned.: The parliament and You with» 
hold the information; and the utmaſk 
that the advocates of the petition could 
contend {or was, that the individuals:wha 
Ggned it, were, if not tradets, inllabin 
tanta of the town and neighbourhood. 
Were you ignorant that fiſteen of the 
moſt opulent and reſpectable merchants. 
af Birmingbam had juſtly ſtigmatized, in 
their letter to Mr. Burie, the donduct bf 
theſe inhabitants whom you bedizen with 
ſuch tawdry praiſe? It would be difficult 
to read the panegyric, or the manifeſts, 
which occaſioned it, without a ſmile, if, 
the memory did not too naturally revert 
from the welcome reception of the lan-, 
guage of folly and corruption; to the 
contempt which, once, was thrown, up- 
on the neceſſary remonſtrances of almoſt, 

half the leading bodies in the nation. 
Whether the Americans, if driven 
from their towns, their ports, and their 
commerce, will reap, from an attention 
. to 
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to the various arts of huſbandty and til- 
lage, a full ſuffieiency for all their home 
conſumption, is yet a point too difficult 
to be reſdlvod. The devaſtations of a 
civil war may prove the grave of agticul- 
ture; and ſhould we realize the fiction 
of the Hyahu, . good bouſes will, indeed, 
% ig to iar min. That the Boſfto- 
nian ſnouldſtarve upon his native ſoil, is 
an event which tight not ſeem impro- 
buble, ſhould! the violence of the Eng- 
liſh; and the feſiſtance of the Americans 
Be AHke inſſekible ?:: 

Vou, how, ppear to quit the flowery 

paths of dec lamation; and move, but 
with a wandering ſtep along the plainer 

fields of atgumemt? The great queſtion 
concerning the right of taxation ts 
brought before you ; and you profeſs to 
examine it v caution proportivned to the 
event” of the deciſion; 4obich "iſt" combicr 
one part "bf robbery,” or the other of ve- 
Aenne anime. 108 bn gt eats 
Forgive me, Sir, if Faffirrh that yolr 
firſt iy be is lated falſely. Vou ob - 
ſerve, , 8 
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ſerve,” that a tax is 4 payment exatted by 
authority from, part f thei community for 
the benefit of the whole, I anſwer, that 
we acknowledge no authority which can 
exact a tax from any part whatſoeyer of 
the community without the free conſent 
of that part. Such a procedure is a fla- 
grant violation of the law of England. 
It is a power to which no authority What- 
ſoever veſted in the King. the. lords, and 
the commons, can lay, the ſmalleſt claim, 
Great Britain, | liken America, is but a 
partion of our empire 3j, and, therefore, 
every attempt which ſue makes to tax a 
ſeparate, although a ſiſter ſtate, without 
the full permiſhon, of the freemen of that 
ſtate, is not merely «blank, but eke 
illegal. addi 
In your next 5 you We 
ain ſeems to be à caſe in equity, and 
have miſtaken it for law. I grant that 
when all ſubordinate communities of an 
empire ſhare the benefits of government, 
they ought all to furniſh their proportion 
of expence. Yet the only juſtifiable 
e mean, 
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mean, by wbich Great Britain ſhould 
obtain this proportion from America, is 
Requiſition: and the only legal manner 
in which it can be beſtowed is a reſolu- 
tion to that effect, paſſed in an EE 
of Repreſentatives. 

Howſoever particularly you 25 
yourſelf, I would tot ſuppoſe that, by 
the term ſupreme power, you mean any 
thing more than the three united bodies 
of the Britiſh legiſlature. To this power 
we find that the Americans (if their own 


words may be weighed in the balance 


againſt yout᷑ inſinuations) allow as much as 
it can honeſtly expect. They do not wiſh 
to weaken, or diminiſh the prerogative; 
new 'rights are not ſollicited, and they 
aver, that they will ſupport and main- 
tain the royal authority over them, and 
their connection with Great Britain. It 
ought to fatisfy you, were it conft ſſed, 
that the coloniſts ſtand in the ſame de- 
gree of ſubſerviency to this kingdom, 
with the parliament to the ſovereign. 


Do not the Commons reſtrain the Crown 
within 


n 

within the mere notification of its de- 
mands, or its neceſſities? Do they not 
claim a right of debating concerning the 
propriety of fixing the influence, and of li- 
miting the grant of theſe demands? or, 
will they co-operate by means which 
they diſlike, and at a greater charge than 
ny are willing to ſupport? ? | 

If you imagine that ſuch a claim i is 
wild, when aſſerted by the coloniſts, you 
ſcarcely can ſuppoſe it to be more rea- 
ſonable, when aſſerted by the Engliſh. 
Were it even poſlible that it could imply 
dominion without authority, and ſubjects 
without ſubordination, it muſt only lead 
us to an incontrovertible paradox that 
thoſe ſyſtems are the wiſeſt, and the hap- 
pieſt, where kings can never govern, and 
where the people always diſobey. 
Your account of the two modes of 
migration is entertaining, and inſtructive; 
but its importance to your political de- 
ſigns is ſo far from being obvious to my 
humble comprehenſions, that I beg leave 


to follow you to another ground. 
| If 
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If, on the, way, I might, aſſume that 
liberty, I would obſerye that, even in 


this agreeable digreſſion, you have ad- 


vanced A, \ poſitipn which, in the firſt part, 
is not always to be depended on. To the 
remark, that in a properly formed, and 
conſolidated ſtate, every man js taught to 
conſider his own happineſs, as combined 
with the public proſpetity, you, add, 
that be i is alſo taught, to think bimſelf 
great, and powerful, in proportion to 
the greatneſs and power of, his gover- 
nors. But greatneſs and power may exiſt 
under a wicked government; and, in 
theſe circumſtances, few ſubjects will 
deem themſelves, participators either 4 
the, one, or of che other. N 
Your aſſertion, that there can be no 
limited government, howſoever,; playſi 
bly ſupported, is falſe in fact. When 
the ſupreme authority (and, I adopt the 
phraſe with an extenſive meaning) pro- 
ceeds to lengths where juſtice utterly 
forſakes it, reſiſtance is a legal meaſure. 
The frequency of its ſucceſs appears, in 
ſpite 
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ſpite of metaphyfical diſtinctions, to 
prove that all governments are limited. 
Is ĩt poſſible, Sir, more © warthly to in- 
eulcate the doctrine of paſſive obedience, 
than by obſerving, that the ſiipreme 
power, although it do wrong, can be 
reſiſted only by rebelliun? Doth this (to 
uſe your own expreſſion) appear like 
taking auay the wiapon which is inju- 
rioufly employed 2 An act of our fellow- 
ſubjects, in the laſt | reign, . made it 
queſtionable what ſhould be thence- 
forward the ſupreme power: To this, 
you gave à kinder epithet. And muſt 
America be judged ſo harſhly ? yet, how 
ſhall we prevent it? The tender phraſes, 
revolution, * mſurreftion,” and © final 
conqueſt,” were all expended in your 
deſetiption of the Highlands, and no- 
thing now remains but ab/alute rebellion. 
Where your deciſions fall, they make a 
deep impreffion.' And yet we ſeem to want 
a clearer evidence that may involve the 
coloniſts' within the caſes of conſtructive 
treaſon. © The ſubtleties which mix with 
theſe 
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theſe- diſtinctions are too profound for 
commot! inteilects to fathbm. 'I reſt 
contented with a plain ſolution. ''An op- 
poſttion,” by force of arms, to the ſu- 
preme power, when engaged in the 
maintenance and exetution of an act in 
all reſpects lawful and juſtifiable, ir Re- 
bellion. An oppofition, by force of 
arms, to the ſupretne power, when en- 
gaged in the maintenance and execution 
of an act, it All reſpects illegal and in- 
juſtiftable, i no Rebellion. The tender 
mercies of the pteſent miniſtry are of 
themſelves ſufficient to ſave me from the 
imputation of alluding to any circume 
ſtance withinourown remembrance. Civil 
wars may : ariſe without rebellion. - The 
example is' at no greater” diſtance than 
the reign .of Charles the Fit. With 
you, the ſentiments which Livy hath 
aſcribed "to Pontius, may be of little 
weight. On me, they have a different 
effect, and I, perhaps, may quote what: 
you deſpiſe... . „ Yuſftum eſt Bellum 

% gquibut 
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4 quibue neceſſarium, er pia arma 5 quibus 
«© KI ai in armis relinguitur pe. 
in all the Chapters, granted to the 
Americans, the adminiſtration of forms 
is preſcribed, under due allowances for 
local variations, with an exact ſimilitude 
to the powers enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of Great Britain. The neceflity. of 3 
ſubjection either from an Engliſhman, 
or from a Coloniſt, to an higher autho- 
rity, ceaſes in the moment when that 
authority. extends itſelf beyond the bounds 
of Conſtitational Law, and Equity. 
- If the diſcretionary powers, entruſted 
to men placed at a greater diſtance. from 
the Supreme Council of the kingdom, be 
ſuffered to wander to any conſiderable 
abſence from the line of law, they will 
frequently ſtrike out into an act of ty- 
ranny. I much queſtion: whether the 
wiſdom of the Colony-governors hath 
been ſo conſpicuous as to juſtify the per- 
miſſion that they ſhould regulate their 
conduct by it, with even as ample a li- 
berty as they have hitherto enjoyed. 

D Your 
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out infprmatiog that to their Char 
ters the Calones owe, like other — 
e their, political exiſtcnec,, may paſs 

unnoticed ; but, when you add, that the 
ſelemnities. af legilation,, the adminſtra· 
tion of juſtice, and ſecurity of property, 
are all beſtowed, upga them by the royal 
grant, we feel a melancholy inclination 
to aſſert (not by, advancing - progfs, for 
youdeſpiſe them,. and they, beſides, come 
forward of their own accord), that theſe 
ſolemoities. have been made ridiculous, 
that this adminiſtration hath broken out 
into the violence of oppreſſion, and that 
this ſecurity of property is not only maſt 
imprudently enfeebled, hut on the brink 
of- its deſtruction. (110" 1 ing 6, 1101 
1 db not pretend to, deny that a. Char- 
ter is a grant of certain powers, or pri- 


vileges, given to à part of the. commu- 


nity for the advantage of t the whole, and 
is therefore liable in its nature t to > change, 


1111 


or to revocation: bot, ſurely, to point 
out with caution, and, preciſion „ the 
circumſtances w Ne can juſtify a changes 
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terial 2 thay und within a ate 
bitraty er; tue multituce diſcern the 
falfity that taints the fentehde which it 
Urkers: !“ fon I mt5gme Jo ina is 
Weft it inddVitably Clear that the nation 
felt a detriment from the exiſtence of A 
Charter, aud that the total àbolition of 
it "would not produce evils" of a mote 
alatting m agvitude, it would be "highly 


criminal to 0 ppole, 61 or even not t to 11 in 
the accompli ment 0 of its repeal. Aud 
yet, with deference to . head ho, ully im- 
Prlgnated with politics Ns your Gn, it 
might be proper, previous to the execu- 
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tion of a deſign ſo critical as the annihi- 
lation of a Charter, to enquire- how far 
it became hurtful to the Communi- 
ty, and what eee would fol- 
tow its remov lll. 
As to the firſt caſe, the proof how. far 


a Charter is become hurtful. te the Com- 


munity, that muſt reſt with you, who 
having only vouchſafed to beſtow upon 

us „ moſt pleni iful lack” of real inſtances, 
leave nothing for us to make, except a 
poſitive aſſertion that you neither have 
eſtabliſhed, nor can eſtablich, as s indiſpu- 
table, the poſition that any o one clavſe. of 
an American Charter is detrimental tothe 
true proſperity of; the Nation. As; tathe 
ſecond caſe, you» have already ſuppoted 


a that the Charters of the Americans 
are, now, legally forfeited; and, certain- 
Jy, it is no uncharitable conſtruction pf 


your ſentiments which inſinpates that 


you would advile-the Miniſtty to enforce 


the forfeiture., Of, ihe contequences of 
this meaſure, we. have a very pleaſing 


1 Fe picture 
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{a) See Taxation no T; ay p. 88. 
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picture of your// own paigting. From 
every, lofts, put ſtriking touch of your 
immortal. pencil, in what enchanting 
points of vigw do the Americans ariſe 
to fill 7 tha valuable canvas! 2 Upon the 
draperies in which your liberal hand 
adorng>them, the eye · of Humanity can 
ſcarcely ever ceaſe to geze with tranſ- 
port. How charming is the proſpect; of 
millions of our fellow - creatures, amongſt 
whom there & no peer, H,. ay 
Jaw can be mude, any duty enjoined, any 
debt recovered, or any criminal puniſhed ! 
11, to complete the glorious ſcene, 
the whole fabric of Jubordmation i is deſtroy- 
PA the Conſtitution, i is funk at once inta a 
chaos 3 the  faciety is diſalued into a umu 
of individuals, without authority to com- 
mand. ar obligatian to obey; wit bout any 
puniſhment of <orongs, hut by perſonal re- 
ſentment, or any protection of rights but 
by the band gf the paſſeſonn +... 

Where is the ſingular. American. who 
could ſhudder, at the appearance of ſo 
fine a piece? but let not horror, be / ſue- 
ceeded 
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&K 2 }) 
ceeddd by 'defpdir. His charter is, in- 
deed, forfettell to the law: Pet, the ad 
vocate of "Wiſe" and gtüeioue minfſtey 
hath encovtaged bim tb expect that this 
charter maybe modelled as thall/ apa 
pear toſt com bur to the Mothers 
country; that thus the prloileges 
which are found by experience liable t 
miſuſe; Wilk be takeft away, ad thofe 
who now" bellow as pitriots, lüfter ib 
ſoldiers,” and dominevr as Jepiflators; win 


fink into ſober merchants, and ent 
Planters, Ops. diligent; and ſeturtly 


rich.“ 410 1 61 FH{I0103 bog is 40 CHI GER 


And 40 80 really think that 2 2 Nec 
tion Which theſe Ing Childrtn al 


34. 40 
deſire to retain for an unnatural Parent, 


will feed, and thrive "upon. eerty 


ſhould Me confult what ſhe may & bie 


. 388. 1 
deem her own vs antage, . will n Am 


41 — a #4 1 118 
rica be beared to *"murmu A dee e L 
04,52 
dence?” will none 'nſpire lid Rs the 


bebch. el feice Afunder? with Jeu, 
will ciſcontett ſubſide ? witt lars, whic 
ſtrike their roots | with! h an ar bitrary 
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Zegung, ſecurs from, all evaſion, ifigd a 
tame phedignce 3,58 it, improbable that, 
to avgig, the. tyranny, : one power, an 
qppreſſeſ people may. cath, themiclyes up 
on. the. ,mezcy of- another power d ye 
2 (and from, the manly no- 
that, the ſcoloniſts are all . bellawyers, 
, dee, M., le hae es 
ment rf Afher. we. have; reached ; the 
Point, at Mich, in ſpite: of hoaſteq reſp⸗ 
lotion, we Kno nat whether we Hou 

Hops, recgde. r venture: o 
(Faw allow, in cxpreſe.termge that the 
inhabitants of the colonies, incorporated 
85 Engli 1 e are, 2 to all 
Pc ng) 9 85 wy Naehe 
Fe © Britain 2 ARNE hit 
propert 1 1 56g conk ſent, given 
40 x SUN Keen Ae 
tive ip par] And os Pf. the 
rights, to Which he 1 aptith led.; 4A £pleniſt 
is 1 ed, to oo G abe fame Tg he; he i not 
repreſs ſente by 155 Part of 4 the parlia- 
e of, FR, Britain a) it. therefore, 


foll lows, that | by this parliament he can- 
net be taxed, 5 


til ir hath been firſt founded voir a falſe 


ſqueezed within the ſcanty compaſs of a 


( #4 ) 
Pethaps the © profound atgutnents 
which occur between the twintyveighth] 
ind the thifty«fifth pages of your Pam< 
phlet, may be Jecmed irreſiſſible by the 
advocates bf & riglit in che Parliament of 
Okeat Britain, to hind the Coloniftt' in all 
cher whatfarver: Could I imagine, that 
a few declundtbry lines, where 4 right 
redoing is ſeldom known to 'octur, un- 


fact, wett capable of giving weight to 
an hypotheſis, intended. to: deſtroy the 
ſuppoſition that the commons of this 


kingdom have 10 legal preterice whatſo- 


evet to exerciſe the powet of twxai6n 
over the coloniſts, beeauſe thele laſt {end 
no repreſentatives to.their houfe; T ſhould 

attempt, though probably i in vain, to caſt 
new light upon the ſubject. Some whb 
have already inveſtigated it, are (as you, 


with all the parſimony of praiſe, expreſs 
yourſelf) “ not contemptiblł for know- 


ledge:” T he fruits of their reſearches 
'have been delivered to the public, not 


ſcore 


4 
ſcore of pompous lines, but placed upon 
an ample ſcale, where all the ſolidity of 
principles, and all the ſelf- evidence of 
deductions, both flowing from a long, 
laborious ſtudy af the Conſtitution, have 
formed an expoſition. fit for readers, 
whoſe wiſh 'it was to find a ſolemn caſe 
indubitably ſettled; The rapidity with 
which you have choſen to run over, this 
wide political domain, where every ſpot 
ſhould have” been truly marked, will 
ſcarcely juſtify the ſentence Which you 
u FAR OPER RE pare 
opinion. Mad. ** 1 : 
The. idea of comprizing within: a nut- 
ſhell, every heauty of the Iliad, is ſcarce- 
ly more ridiculous than the attempt to 
cram between ſome little ſheets of mo- 
dery printing, one portion of the great 
Buſineſs of your life; The Emanation 
of your legiſlative knowledge of the ſub- 
ject of taxation, as connected with re- 
Fam 4 5 1 
I ſcorn à mean 8 to remove 
Jour arguments from the faireſt ground 


E on 


= a 
RY i Which ieh, poftibly "can and and ; nd; 
erefore. 85 rant PE RTE Have 
— 1 i 
BY denied the nghith pf 41 Kent e 
rieh af cn 1 2011 ga 
ma ing Ia civil, or c crimina 
1% and chat they "babe admitted Kalle 
111 f i 1 
the puniſhment of off neces, and for the 
redreſs, or prev wi: ion, of inconveniences. 
181 2 
The Pape f eir Conde, in "his 
— 71 0) QUM133MIOH! 10. * — 
particular, 5 


I ow, an obj 
ice Sl Aj „hic f contend againſt 
1 bet FE zn that 750 reception of any 
low lidl, after", r 26s btb e 
not be broken, "the tb 
Jubnitting, fo baxatiun. 4 

By Magna Cbarta, by other Statutes of 
England, and by the” Bilk f Rights," 


was grafited and Confirtiiet; that b. T 


FH Iod be cHpelled to cofftfibore 4 
any "tax? AMPLE aid, or other?! gige 


charge, Ht ſet by cbmmôn Eomferiteer 


Patliztiefit Our edlonify att e. 


of the Btirih Göthitfiens. Ig the" pink 
Hament of Great Britain, which is only | 
A part of thoſe dominions, they are, not 


ai ad The im poſition, therefore, 
| » 124nagf 


* neceſſity o 


(23.00) 
of any . By an peng. muſt be 


without. the conſent g f the e e 
it f 7 that b areabſolucel | 7 FSH 7 For 
rom the nece eſſity of { ſub e my it. 
1 is a manifeſt 2 blurdity jo, "es a 
their Teception, 7 any me Abd 


whatſ oever, of a law diff, erent in its — 


"ſy can, have reduced them' to. the ne- 


. 


ce ſity gf ſubmitting t to taxation. ROME 


The Great Charter A the 1 nos 
vable fortreſs of 91 privil leges, | Its. per: 
ſpicuity, is .cvident co the humbleſt 
reader, that, all, endeavoyrs N A an 


explain a country*s dear-oug bt rights away," 0) 


to299 mee toro od era) an IM 7 

will, move his ſcorn, but cannot, excite 
his ſcars. When * obſerve the recomr 
.mendation of ſtatutes, which arg, hoftile 
to its Jiherties, the mildneſs of chriſti- 
anjty is on dhe point of quitting As. and 
we are almoſt; led to wiſh, that the ſen- 
tence-gf; ex communication, denouuged in 
uno 21 Amity E. 17310 to _ 
„See d Spinted PBdn! Autidlet LONDON; and 
wiition zul the veigu of George the Sc t, by Do⁰᷑r 
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the preſence of an | Engliſh Monarch, 
againſt every violator of Magna Charra, 
might be again as ſolemnly repeated. 

The general Aſſemblies of the Ame- 
rican Provinces are, by Charters, inveſted 
with the power of enacting laws for 
their internal government, and taxation. 
Until theſe Charters ſhall have been for- 
feited, this power muſt continue in its 
full effect. The laws which the Partia- 
ment of Great Britain have a right to 
make, are fixed within the boundaries 
of their peculiar conſtitution. Every elaim 
which they extend beyond this point, falls 
by its own ablurdity; becauſe certain ori- 
ginal rights are inherent to the People; bf 
which the Parliament never can deprive! 
them, without a manifeſt violation af 
their dun Conſtitution. Ihe right of 
repreſentation in the fame” body which 
exerciſes the power of taxation is incon. 
ttovertible. In tbis right, the Anjeri.! 
cans are illegally, and“ injuriouſſy plun- 
deted of their neceſſary portion, whenſo- 
ever they are debarred' from the exergiſe; 


( 29 ) 

of it, within themſelves; and it follows 
that this exerciſe muſt be enjoyed by 
them, exclufively, becauſe they are not 
repreſented in the Nee of Great 
A delegate, e of 4 Com- 
mons, although entruſted with diſeretio- 
nary powers of ſpeaking, and acting. 
according to the various circutnſtances 
which may ariſe in the courſe of parlia- 
mentary buſineſs, is to conſult the inte- 
reſt of all, and, as preciſely as poſſible, 
to expreſs the ſenſe of his Conſtitu- 
ents. In order to effect cheſe points, 
the Law, amongſt other ſalutary decla- 
rations, enacts that He ſhall be 4 pro- 
Prietary reſident in that Kingdom, of a 
part of which; he is choſen the deputy. 
Under theſe predicaments, the Elect- 
ed, by the National conſent, aſſume, 
and exerciſe the right of taxing the 
Electors. Here, all is reaſonable; but 
inextricable abſurdities are blended with 
the ſuppoſition that an Engliſhman; on 
this fide of the Atlantic, ſhould tax an 
American 


| : ( 39 ) 
b Ameri te he, fide, not of 


- _ co lent 1 Fo under the 
In nn by ef K ol 9 75 intereſts, 


b | def his Po "ood but ted having 
. ae viſited 0 po ted a Gingle {pat g 
| any of the colonies, from. the openiog.of 
10 the firſt (c Rope to the. concluſion, of the 


laſt. zan ae np oh go tals Day 


| Vou obſerve that, where the numbers 
1F of Electors approach to £qua ality, almoſt 
1 half muſt be governed, not only without, 
50 | but againſt t their r gboice. Yau have, here, 

| ventured upon a miſapplication, of words, 
. in order to perplex ug. It, is intended 
"i that at an election, Whether genetgl, por 
if particular, the ſenſe of the, people ak. 
A large ſhould be taken v with all the, ACE, 
if racy. which the, variety of intervening 
ö circumſtances will, admit of. wot expect 
l j | an unanimity c of voices, were ridigulou 9 
1 and, therefore, the decition is to ) proceed 


F 
from the majority, in e ©, 
which, the Law, not weighing t the diſſent 


'F . of a ſmaller part 9 of the, People, ＋— 8 
* the greater part to have virtually choſen 
for the whole. To 


C2 

0 li writer! of) your „ Ser fire 
turn, "it 1 is not dae : Mod 
tishs of the ' Congrels N BET bn pro prove 5 
toteffdufe of materials Tor a a merry jeſt. 
Anf whothalt call in queſtion | your for- 
tünste ability to determine that be Colo- 
miſe are free” from Angularity of opinion, 
and that fheir wit hath not yet betrayed 
them” to berg, whiltt you favour. us with 
ſuch inſtances of penetration, as the aſ 
farafices that all generally received axioms 
= little doubted, and that be who will 


ib. brightneſt of ſunſhine, muſt quit 
"coolneſs of” the  ſhage. 5 | 
Tie Americans obſerve that they are 
niit ll 40 Life, Liberty, end | Property, a 5 
that they "have hever ceded fo any y ſpoereig) 
Power whatever, 4 a rh 807 2 22 of ei- 
ther,” without their 2 05 All this you 
1 oh to them, whilit they ſpeak a the 
aked ſons of Nature. They, next, add 
chat their Anceſtors, b firſt fettled the 
Coloies, Here, at the © line o 5 their. emi - 
ration from at the At other- Cor ry, dee 
119107 v1! 12 ta 
Ute) See Taxation no Tyranny, N Sp nd 18. 


( 32 ) 

to all the rights, liberties, and immunities 
of free, and natural born ſubjefts, within 
the realm of England. To this truth, 
you alſo aſſent; but having allowed this, 
you remark. that. their boaſt ' of original 
rights is at an end; and that they are no 
longer in a ſlate of nature. I do not 
think it neceſſary to follow you through 
the remainder of -your diverting para- 
graph concerning the kings of Me, and 
the demi-gods of independence. That 
the Americans are no longer in a ſtate of 
nature, is not be diſputed; but I pre- 
ſume that their boaſt of original righta 
is far from being at end. If it can be 
proved that Engliſhmen enjoy theſe rights, 
it muſt follow, on your own principles, 
that the Coloniſts enjoy them, alſo. | 
The Engliſh have not ceded to the 
King, and Parliament, either the right 
or the power of diſpoſing, without their 
conſent, of their Lives, Liberties and 
Properties. Is it not a fact, that no law 
whatſoever, relative to Life, Liberty and 
Property, ſhall be valid in Great Britain, 

until 
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until, it hath received the Confiututronal 
conſent of the People, by, their Repre- 
ſentstives, in ; Parliament \ aſſembled? 
Surely, it £82pgt be abſurd. to advance 
that hen the Felon. js executed, he dies 
by a law, to which either he, or his 
anceſtors con/ented,. either in perſon, or 
by a, delegate. , Dpth not the Debtor 
who is led to priſon, loſe his liberty by 
virtue of an act, to which either he of 
his predegeſſors, themſelves, or their re- 
preſentatives attending, conſented? Doth 
not the Offender, who pays à fine, judir 
cially impoſed upon him, ſubmit to this 
penalty, becauſe, that either he, or his 
forefathers bad, either perſonally, or by 
their delegates, conſented to the propriety 
of exacting ſuch a fine, in particular cri- 
minal caſes? This certainly, may be 
deemed conſent, Had the Americans 
uſed the word inclination, your witticiſms 
would have been as juſt, as they are en- 
tertaining, I am ſure you need not be 
told that howſoc ver merited the puniſh- 

F ment 


k | ( 34 ) 
WW ment inflicted on an abandoned man may 

Red | be, it will go hard againſt his inclination. 
1% With ſubmiſſion to the ſuperiority of 
16 your judgement, I think that the acute 
l: reaſoning with which you have enriched 
the thirty-eighth page of your elaborate 
"ag compoſition, was not abſolutely neceſſa- 
W's ry. The Coloniſts ſeem to imply that 
their lock], and other circumſtances might 
preclude them from the exerciſe, and 
. enjoyment of ſome of their rights. With 

0 a kindneſs not natural to you, becauſe it 
is extended to the Americans, you pro- 


bh | ceed to the ſupport of this implication. 
ä _ Vet, even this you have concluded 
Ty 0 with an error.” They are not repreſented 
14010 in à general Repreſentation. In Great 
ö | 1 Britain, which is only a part of the 
14} whole dominion, a general Repreſentati- 
4 | on cannot exiſt, Repreſentation muſt be 
19 local. The Repreſentation of an Ameri- 
4 can is as much confined to his own Aſ- 


; 5 ſembly, as the Repreſentation of an Eng- 
4 liſhman is confined to the Parliament 
of Great Britain. 


Can 
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Can you ſuppoſe, Sir, that the witty 
paragraph which concludes with an ex- 
cellent hint to the Coloniſts to encircle, 
by their ſuffrages, with a diadem, the 
brows of Mr. Cuſhing, deſerves an an- 
ſwer? and yet, it may intitle you to a 
queſtion. Is it from your heart, that 
heart which overflows perpetually with 
the milk of human-kindnels, that you 
have diſcovered that a violent contention 
between the Mother-Country, and her 
Children, is not ſufficiently alarming to 
fecure it from a miſerable jeſt? If it were 
poſſible to mortify you, I could affure 
you that your raillery is miſplaced : It is 
not from this inſtance alone that we diſ- 
cover your ignorance of the Americans. 
One of their leaſt defenſible errors is, 
that they are not extravagantly itteched 
to Kings of any fort. TP 

To leave unnoticed a ſeries of argu- 
ments ſo evidently futile, I paſs forward 
to your next cenſure on a declaration 
made by the Congreſs of Philadelphia. 
You are, probably, much better ac- 

7 3 quainted 
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quainted than I can pretend to be with 
the meaning and ſorce of Ptovincial 
laws; and therefore have diſſected them 
in a curious inveſtigation. But, the oon · 
ſtruction which a writer of my limited 


comprehenſions is apt to pui on that ex- 


preſſion ot, the golonifts afſerting tbair claim 
to immunities ſecured to them by their ſeve- 
nal codes of. Provincial laws, amounts -only 
to this i that all acts of government what-« 
ſoever, paſſed by a general Aſſembly of 
the Province, or (in other words). #17 
Provincial laws, which have been ratified 
by the aſſent of a Governor, tranſtaitted 
under: the, public ſeal to England; for the 
royal approbation, and not ;/aſterwards 
diſallowed within the ſpace - of three 
years, ſhall continue in full force and 
effect, until che expiration thereof, dt 
that the ſame ſhall be repealed by the ge- 
ngral Aſſembly of the Province. If this 
be the meaning of the Coloniſts, the 
ſubtleties of yous arguments may amaze, 
and even entertain your readers, but it is 
ſcarcely poſſible that they can ever be 
convinced. When 


. 
When you obſerve that the Legiſlature 
of a Colony is only the veſtry of a larger 
pariſh, you do not redſoti Aue. the "ne 
reller, 1265 z ο f] 19) a 


' 3 
fi * 


10 * Qui mores h. bominum multorum w,. 


ad if your:expeditions were nat on res 
cord, we might imagine that they: be- 
gan, continued, and ended, within the 
boundaries of you ow parilln, Bet wen 
a pariſh in Great Britain, and a pariſh in 
America, the reſemblance is much the 
ſame; and, as nearly in ſimilitude, doth 
the Legiſlatute of the Colonies approach 
to the Legiſlature of the Mother - Coun- 
try. The privileges of veſtries are con · 
fined within a narrow compaſs. The im- 
poſition of a ceſs on the inhabitants, the 
collection of the payments, the applica» 
tion of the monies, and other agencies, 
warranted by general laws, are the ſum 
total of their powers. To anſwer for 
the mal-adminiſtration of theſe powers, 
their official members, and, frequently. 
the whole body are amenable not only to 

the 
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the higheſt, but to the loweſt courts of 
juſtice. The Legiſlature. of the Colonies, 
like the; Legiſlature of Great, Britain, ex- 
tends-itſelf over important national ob- 
jects, in the ſettlement of which no 
merely- parochial Community hath the 
leaſt concern. Appeals againſt the laſt 
are made at various tribunals. Againſt 
the legiſlative acts of Governots, Coun- 
cils, and Aſſemblies, there is no appeal, 
(if we exeept a negative veſted in the 
King, but even this hath been eonfined by 
Charter, to a certain period} and ſuch re- 
late to the concerns of the Navy, and of 
the Army, the management of the Pub- 
lie i and the — of the nr 
. 

1 take the! FRY to vary "oo OW 
opinion, and to aſſert, that "ſomething 
more than a general light may be ex- 
tracted from the Charters, given to dif- 
ferent Provinces. In the great points 
which imply an exemption from Taxa- 
tion, where there is no Repreſentation, 
they are not ſo diſſimilar as you imagine. 

I al- 
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L allow that the Charter of Penſylvania 
contains a clauſe admitting, in expreſs 
terms, Taxation by the Parliament. It 
is, however, the only Charter where ſo 


arbitrary a clauſe occurs. Without en- 
quiring into the motives by which Charles 
the Second was actuated, or whether ſo 
indolent a creature was actuated by any 
motives at all, it is ſufficient to remark, 

that the inſertion of the clauſe was a di- 
rect violation of a Conſtitutional law, and 
that no equitable reaſon cari be given why 
the Penſylvanians, as yet unrepreſented in 
the Parliament of Great Britain, ſhould 
hold themſelves bound by the declaration 
of a claim which is at once tyrannical, 
and abſurd. I will go farther, and ob- 
ſerve that, with reſpect to the ſorms of 
the Conſtitution, it was equally criminal 
to advance the claim, and to ſubmit to it. 
The lame Charter enacts, that if any 
doubt, or ' queſtion ſhould ariſe concerning 
the true ſenſe and meaning of any word, 
clauſe, 97 Sentence, contained within it, 
** interfretation ſha!ll be made thereof, 
and 
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and allowed, as ſhall be adjudged: moſt ad. 
vantageous and favourable. ' Let us ſup» 
poſe. that the Penſylvanians were to con- 
tend againſt; the legality of tbe Clauſe, 
and that the point were referred to the 
deciſion of the twelve judges. Is. it 
poſſible that the moſt unpractiſed ſtudent 
of the la could entertain a doubt of the 
ſucceſs of this appeal, if integrity and 
ability were not to riſe in contradiction 
to each other? le A 
Lou imagine that if a Clauſe, admit- 
ting taxation by the Parliament of Great 
Britain, be not advanced in the other 
Charters, the omiſſion was occaſioned by 
a conviction that it was unneceſſary. 
Forgive my freedom, Sir; you reaſon 
from a total ignorance of our conſtitutiog. 
The right of the Coloniſts, wnrepreſented 
in the Parliament of Great Britain, to an 


exemption from taxation by it, is verbally 


omitted, as not neceſſary to, be inſerted. 
The Conſtitutional Law declares, that 
this particular claim of taxation cannot 
exiſt, The Supreme Power hath no right 

to 
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to advance it. The Ameticans are le- 
gally warranted. in their refuſal to ſubmit 
to it. The poſition that it is implied in 
the nature of ſubordinate government is» 
in all reſpects, wild and inconctufive; 
veither can it follow, in the preſent caſe, 
that they who are ſubject to laws, are, 
therefore, liable to taxes. H ſpeak” (as 1 
ſuppoſe you do) of internal taxes laid on 
by an external power. The Parliament 
of Great Britain are conſtitutionally te- 
ſtrained from the power of taxing any 
part of the whole Dominion which they 
do not repreſent. The ſubordination of the 
American part is nothing to the point. It 
is not repreſented in the Parliament of 
Great Britain; and, therefore, in that 
Parliament, it cannot be taxed. I reject, 
as unworthy of the leaſt attention, a mere 
ipſe dixit, that if any ſuch immunity had 
been granted, it ts ſtill revocable by the Le- 
giſiature, and ought to be revoked as con- 
trary to the public good. A law to. vio- 
late which is an act of treaſon againſt the 


Conſtitution, expreſsly turns upon you. 
8 The 
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( 42 ) 
The immunity is not revocable by the 
Legiſlature; neither have you proved that 
it is contrary to the public good. 


I am aware that my endeavours to eſta- 
bliſh. a poſition, which militates againſt 
your own, upon the firmeſt ground, may 
make me tireſome to the reader, by fre- 
quent repetitions. of the ſame aſſertion. 
But, .. whilſt, at one moment, you quit, 


and, at another moment, you return to 
the argument of Taxation, „ in ſuch a 


gueſtionable ſhape,” it is neceſſary to op- 
poſe: you with legal points, which no ſo- 


phiſtry can demoliſh. The varieties of 
your production mult always pleaſe; and, 
as an elegant declaimer, it is your intereſt 


to ſhift your ſtation. Upon the ſpot 


which I have choſen, are law, and fact. 


From theſe it were impolitic to move. 
The deſertion which ſupports you in the 
conteſt, would diſarm me. 

Although the right of the Coloniſts 
unrepreſented in the Parliament of the 
Mother-Country, to an exemption ſrom 
taxation by it, may not be verbally ex- 

preſled, 


PE". 3 
- x” 


( 43 ) 

preſſed, it is virtually implied. In edeh 
of the three Charters, granted to Vir 
ginia, it is declared, that a an very db 
perſons; being ſuljecte, twhith ſhall go an 
inbubit within the ' ſard Colony," and Plan- 
tation, and every of their ehilttren and po- 
ferity, which ſhall happen to be born with 
in any the limits thereof,” ſhall” have, and 
enjoy all liberties, franchiſes, and immuni- 
tres of jree-denizens, and natural ſubjecłs, 
within any of the other daminionr, to al 
mntents and purpoſes, as i they bud bern 
abiding, and born withm'the'reatm of Eng+ 
land, or in any other i ite domintons, 
Every one the leaſt acquainted with the 
Britiſh Conſtitation, | perceives that this 
Stipulation is a poſit ive aſſent to the docs 
trine that no Coloniſt, conſidered in the 
light of a fellow - ſubject of the People of 
England, can be deprived of his property, 
without his free conſent, expreſſed either 
by himſelf, or by bis delegate, in the 
Parliament aſſembled. 3 kay 
be excellent political writings of the 
Dean of Glouceſter are not before me; 
G 2 but, 
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( 44 ) 
but, when you venture to aſſert that he 
hath ſberon that the Maryland ' Charter 
promiſes no exemption from Parliamentary 
Taxes, I. take the liberty to anſwer, that 


vou, at Jeaſt, are under a miſtake. To 


ptove the exemption, it might be ſuffi- 
oĩent to quote: a Stipulation, conceived in 
ſimilar terms to thoſe which "occur in 
the three Charters of Virginia. Vet, as 
a Clauſe in the Maryland Charter conveys 
to the pooreſt underſtanding ſo palpable a 
meaning, I ſhall copy it, Verbatim, and 
leave the reader to his own' concluſions. 

ae further Our pleaſure is, and by 
theſe "preſents," ar Us, Our Heir, and 
Succefſors, Mie do couenant, avi grant 10, 
and with tbe ii now Lord Baltimore, and 
bir heirs und affigns, that We, Our Heirs, 
and Succtſſors, ſhall at No TIME HERE- 
AFTER, ſet, or make, or cauſe to ſet any 
1npufttion, cuſtom, or other taxation, rate, 
on! contribution what fnever, in, and upon 
the dwellers and inhabitants of tbe afore- 


faid Province,” for their lands, tenements, 


goods, or chattels, within the ſaid Province, 
“ or 


65 
or in, or upon any goods, or mercbandiæe, 
within the ſaid Province, or to be laden, or 
unladen within the ports, or harbours of 
the faid Province. And Our pleaſure is, 
and for Us, our Heirs, and Succeſſors, We 
charge, and command, that this Our De- 
elaration ſhall be henceforward, from time, 


to time, received, and allewed in all our 


Courts, and before all the Judges of Us, 
Our Heirs, and Succęſſors, for a ſuſfitient 
«nd lawful diſcharge, payment, and acquit- 
tance; commanding all, and fingular Our 
officers, and miniſters off Us, our Heirs, 
and Succeſſors, and enjoining them, upon 
pain of Our high diſpleaſure, that they do 
not preſume, at any time, to attempt any 
thing to the contrary of the premiſes, or 
that they do, in any ſort, ⁊vithſtand the 
Jame ; but that they be at all times aiding, 
and aſſiſting, as fitting; unto the ſaid now 
Lord Baltimore, and his heirs, and to the 
inhabitants, and merchants of Maryland 
aforeſaid, their ſervants, miniſters, factors, 
and aſſigns, in the full uſe, and fruition of 
the benefit of this Our Charter. 
| | The 
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The exemptions, from taxes not iſſuing 
from the Repreſentatives of the ſeveral 
Plantations, are declared, (according to, 
a form af words already ſpecified) in the 
Connecticut, the Rhode-Iſland, and the 
Maſſachuſet's Bay Charters. Of. your. 
apparent inclination to take no notice of 
the laſt Charter, you have already been 
reminded... But, neceſſary detection, juſt 
cenſure, and good advice may be pro- 
duced, | a. ſecond time. Have I your 
leave to fill a Note with a letter copied 
from the Public Aduertiſer? a . 
8. * Thi 


27 SAMUEL JOHNSON, . . B. 


,, | ö 2 EET 
(4) From amongſt a multitude who, when they op- 


+. 


poſe, may hope to foil you in political engagements,” 


champions will certainly ariſe, whoſe entrance 
within the lifts will be ſucceeded by your defeat. To 
the mercy which ought to follow victory, it is not pot 
ſitive that you are intitled; yet may you find it amidſt 
the warmth which is ſo inſeperably united with a de- 
teſtation of the man, who having once appeared with 
public virtue at his fide, is now rejoiced to wield a 
feeble weapon in the cauſe of public vice! (ON 
It is preſumed that the moment of your difgrace is 
near at hand; till then, if the generality of your coun- 
trymen can receive from you ſo poorly-defended an + 
opinion, let it be thought that the Taxation to which 
you allude is no Tyranny. All at preſent neceſſary id, 
not to enquire whether you have in one particular 
choſen to be miſled, but to prevent you from miſlead, 


ing others. 59 
Having 


69 

The Charter of Georgia was paſſed in 
the fifth year of the reign of our late 8o- 
vereign, and grants, in the moſt expreſs 
terms, to the inhabitants of that Colo- 
ny, and to their poſterity, all the liber- 
ties, franchiſes, and immunities what- 
Wa ſoever 

Having in the 59th page of your laſt miniſterial 
pamphlet, referred us to the royal promiſes of James 
and Charles the firſt, relatively to à reſtricted exempti- 
on from Taxes granted 10 the ſettlers in Maſſachuſet's 
Bay, you fink, with your uſual veneration for the 
memory of William, into a ſullen ſilence concerning 
the charter paſſed in the third year of the reign of that 
prince and of queen Mary : and you either do not know, 
or would not have your readers know, that the firſt 
charter was cancelled, vacated and annikilated by a 
judgement in chancery, in the 36th year of the reiga 
of Charles the — oP 1 5 
From this charter of William and Mary, which (if 
ou will allow me the expreſſion) you perhaps remem- 
red to forget, I beg leave to tranſcribe a paſſage ® 
which, granting that the inhabitants of Great Britain 
muſt be repreſented previous to their Taxation, indicates 
that the Americans are under a fimilar (and not a ſep- 
tennial) predicament, with ſach ſtrength of language, 


that I much doubt whether the utmoſt violence of your 
j Ar- 


1 Our will and pleaſure is, and we do hereby for us, 
our heirs and ſucceſſors, grant, eſtabliſh, and ordain, that 
all and every of the ſubjets of us, our heirs and fuccefſors, 
which ſhall go to or inhabit within our ſaid province or ter- 
ritory, und every f their children which ſhall happen to 
be born there, or on the ſeas in going there, or returning 
from thence, ſhall have and enjoy all liberties and im- 
munities of free and natural ſubjects, within any of the 
dominions of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, to all intents, 
conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, as if they and 
every of them were born within this our realm of 
England,” 
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ſoever claimed by free denizens, and na- 
tural-born ſubjects, within any of the 
Dominions of Great-Britain. 
An attempt, howſoever ſucceſsful, to 
prove that even one of the American 
Pro- 


— can wrench it from the ground it ſtands on. 
All the additional force of reaſoning which may pro- 
bably burſt out upon us in ſome fature edition of your 
pamphlet, will ſerve in this particular to aſtoniſh, but 
not to convince our underſtandings. 

It is deemed extraordinary, even by the mercenary 
troops who fight with you under the ſame banner, that 
you ſhould ruſh ſo madly into battles, where the power 
of conqueſt is perpetually denied to you. The earl 
campaigns of your literary ſervice were crowned wi 
triumphs, the brilliancy of which was equalled only by 
the conduct which preceded it. The warfare of The 
RamBLer” was waged in the defence of all which 
ſtamps a value on humanity, and to exterminate the 

ſions which diſgrace it. If you were not victorious, 
it was more owing to the infirmity of our nature than 
to the weakneſs of your attack. On ſuch a ground as 
this be ſtill a Veteran; here brandiſh all your arms; 
but flee, (for even now your laurels are becoming blaſt- 
ed) with precipitation flee from the field of politics. 
Here, and perhaps here only, like an Achilles who 
ſhews nothing but his heel, you muſt be vulnerable. 

A fellow native of thoſe individuals whom you have 
ſo liberally laden with the turgid virulence of invective, 
would not be totally inexcuſable were he to grow ſaucy 
in his turn : but to the writer with whom good-breeding 


is of any weight, it muſt be afflicting that you ſhould 


equal him in politeneſs; I therefore ſhall. ſteer my 
courſe to a conſiderable diſtance from ſcurrility, a roc 
on which, in all political voyages whatſoever, you ſeem 
unfortunately deſtined to be caſt away. 
I am, SIR, 
Your . ich obliged Friend, 
A BOSTONTAN, 
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Provinces may plead an_ exemption from 
Parliamentary Taxation, is not to weigh 
a feather with a Politician of your ſupe= 
rior caſt, As if you were aware that 
ſuch a tenet might ſtill maintain its 
ground, you make an honorable retreat 
with all your troops of argument, and 
inſtructed by your alliance with the 
Powers, to whom the feeble force of 
reaſon is an eaſy conqueſt, you arbitrarily 
pronounce that, ſuppoſing it to be true, 
that theſe exemprions are contained in 
Charters, yet, they muſt be conſidered as 

one of the grants in which the King | bath 

been deceived ;, they muſt be annulled as Ni 
chievous to the Public, | by Jacrificing to ony 
little ſettlement the general imtereſt of the 
Empire ; as infringing the fyſlem of Domi: 
nion, and violating the cumpaci of | ee 
ment. 4 Wine A 
If, in defending, the cam of England: 
you. really think, like Davenant, who ſa 
vigorouſly oppoſed the Champion of tho 
Iriſh, that it is not neceflary to prove any 
thing more than that the preſent Ames 
8 ricans 
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ticans may be deemed a Colony, it were 


a needleſs cruelty to ſtrive to diſpoſſeſs 


you of an idea which never can attract 
envy, becauſe few writers would be wil- 
ling to embrace it. 
| Whatſvever deſcription you chuſe to 
lay before us of the ſalutary effects of the 
mode of repreſentation in Great Britain, 
we are not to be told, that, in a later 
reign, there was a time when you ima- 
gined that ** the intereſt or corruption of 
particular men did often operate with 
* much injury to the public.” From 
you, at leaſt, this iron age is paſſed; it 
is the preſent golden age, to which you 
bid us look, with all the mingled extaſies 
of hope, and confidence, and joy. It is 
no more of any weight what ſerpents lurk 
beneath the tempting flowers of your ſtile. 
A lenient hand preſents the antidote 
which muſt expel the venom. And, can 
it poſſibly be yours? It is; and we muſt 
thank you for the quick diſperſion of 
ſome ſtubborn doubts, and for the kind 
aſſurance that we are as ſecure againſt in- 
tentional 


188 
tentional depravations of government, as 
* human wiſdom can make us, and that upon 
this ſecurity the Americans may venture 10 
repoſe. ; 

To the objections urged by the Old 
Member, who wrote an Appeal againſt the 
tax, you ſeem to give your aſſent: but, 
here, as uſual, like a penurious trader, 
you will not come to an agreement, with- 
out a drawback, This gentleman, ac- 
cording to your opinion, may be ignorant 
that, i his brethren of the Legiſlature 
ſee as far as himſelf, the Americans are 
in no danger of oppreſſion, ſince by men 
commonly provident, they muſt be fo 
taxed, as that we may not loſe one way, 
what we gain another, The qualifying 
word if implies ſuch a with to affirm, 
that it were ill-natured to give it a flat 
_ contradiction. A queſtion is as much as. 
it can bear, Do you really think that 
the majority of his brethren are as intel- 
ligent as the old member? and, allowing 
that they are, can you deny that ſome of 
the ableſt have profeſſed opinions either 

H2 grafted 
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grafted upon prejudice, or upon a careful 
reſpect for the miniſter, with whom they 
vote, inceſſantly ? From your moral wri- 
tings, we learn that fallibility is the com- 
mon lot of human nature, In your po- 
litical writings, we have the pleaſure to 
perceive that the government but ſeldom | 
errs. The ſame conviction flaſhes upon | 
us from the conduct of the Houſe of 
Commons. In whatſoever ſhape, a pro- 
poſition of adminiſtration is brought for- 
ward, their voices, and your pen unite 
in its defence. Is there between you the 
variation of a tittle, in all the great con- 
ſtitutional points that have been lately 
agitated? Amidſt the prodigality with 
which you beſtow injuries, be ſparing of 
your inſults; and recall, in the fourth 
edition of your pamphlet, the inſinuation 
that taxes are ſo providently thrown upon 
America, that we cannot loſe one way, 
what we gam another. | 
Ireland (fay the judges): bath-a Par- 
liament of its own. Therefore, you infer 
that the caſes of Ireland, and America 
4 : ary 
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are different. I venture to aſſert that the 
governor, council, and aſſemblies of the 
colonies are, in their nature, and in their 
powers, equal to the three Legiſlative 
Bodies of Great Britain, in all reſpects, 
except a trivial variation. In Great Bri- 
tain, a negative againſt an act can proceed 
from the King, when that act hath paſſed 
the tu houſes, In America, a governor, 
although he be the Royal Repreſentative, 
may have given his aſſent contrary to the 
intention of the Sovereign, and, there- 
fore, the Laſt hath the privilege of trenſ- 
mitting, within a limited time, his negative 
againſt an act which had paſſed the hre 
| Legiſlative Bodies exiſting by virtue of a 
Charter, The propriety 'of a Britiſh a& 
of parliament binding Ireland is nothing 
to the preſent purpoſe; and, if it were, 
requires a larger field for its diſcuſſion, 
than could be opened, here. 

In one part of your otherwiſe inimi- 
table production, you condeſcend to walk 
within a beaten track, and refer us to the 
Palatinates of Cheſter, and of Durham, 

and 
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and to the Principality of Wales. I am 
afraid that in the courſe of your reading, 
you do not often meet either with Acts of 
Parliament, or Charters. Let me recom- 
mend to your peruſal a Bill ſor the ad- 
miſſion of members from the Palatinate 
of Cheſter. You will find in it the moſt 
poſitive aſſertions that Taxation and other 
proceedings of Parliament, extending over 
unrepreſented inhabitants, are tyrannical, 
and illegal. You are not inſenſible that 
when the Palatinates, and the Principality 
were alluded to in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, our Chief Magiſtrate produced a 
caſe, the ſtrength of which alone decides 
the queſtion relative to the ſubject of 
Taxation. It is a caſe which ſtands re- 
corded to this hour. Concerning this 
matter, you are entirely ſilent. To have 
acknowledged that the town of Calais 
never was taxed, until two of its Bur-, 
geſſes fat, and voted in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, muſt have reſembled the 


ſtupidity. of a boxer, who, in order to 


get 


( 5s ) 
get the better of his antagoniſt, eſteemed 
it neceſſary to beat himſelf. 

In the ſame, paragraph, you add that 
the Americans have voluntarily refigned 
the power of voting, to live in diſtant, ani 
ſeparate governments; and that what they 
have voluntarily quitted, they have no right 
to claim. I anſwer, that when they emi- 
grated to a remote country, they could 
not ſo ſtrictly be ſaid to have relinquiſhed 
all privilege of voting, as under the 
ſanction of a Charter, to have taken a 
fimilar privilege along with them. The 
government to which they were rendered 


ſubſervient was formed as conſonant as 


poſſible to the government of Great Bri- 
tain, and, under it, they enjoy an equal 
right of voting ; an equal right of claim- 
ing an exemption from internal Taxation 
againſt their own conſent. 
| You wiſh to have it always remem- 
bered that they' are repreſented by the 
ſame virtual repreſentation, as the greater 
part of Engliſhmen. If I collect your 
meaning, it is, that the Americans are as 
virtually 
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656 )) 
virtually repreſented in the Parliament of 
Great Britain, as thoſe Engliſhmen who 
do not give their vote at the election of 
Members. I humbly apprebend that 


too much conſtitutional learning hath led 


you into an error. In Great Britain, a// 
the natives are repreſented in their Parlia- 
ment. If ſo large a multitude could 
have been conveniently collected toge- 
ther, and could have coolly and regulacly 
diſeuſſed, and determined the various 
points relating to the public buſineſs, no 
delegates would ever have been choſen, 
Again, if in ſuperable difficulties had not 
ariſen to obſtruct the formal, and public 
collection of votes from every indivi- 
dual, all would have acted as electors. It, 
therefore, was agreed, that a part (and, 
out of that part, the Majority,) ſhould; 
chooſe for the reſt, who rather appear to 
have iutruſted their right, than to have 
refigned it, to a ſelect number. The ob- 
ſervation that the Coloniſts have no 
their choice of a vote at home, or riches, 
at a diſtance, is not ſo extremely to the, 

Ni Pur 
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purpoſe as the offspring of your concep- 


tions hath generally proved. The poſi- 
tion that theſe Coloniſts are not repreſent- 
ed in the Parliament of Great Britain, 
and, thetefore, ſhould not be taxed by 
it, ſtill keeps its ground. 

You obſerve, that if the Americans 
are at liberty to grant, or to deny the ſum 
preſcribed, they are no longer ſubjects. 
We, as repreſented in our Houſe of Com- 
mons, enjoy this liberty. Pray, Sir, are 
we no longer ſubjects? 


You aſk us, with an air of triumph, 


what is the difference between him that 
is taxed by compulſion, without repre- 
ſentation, and him that is repreſented by 
compulſion, in order to be taxed? In my 
poor idea, the anſwer is obvious. He 
who is taxed by compulſion, -without 
repreſentation, ſuffers under à law which 
militates againſt juſtice, againſt equity, 
and againſt his natural rights; becauſe 
he cannot be bound by this law; but with 


his own conſent, fignified either by him- 


ſelf, or by his delegate, He who is 
[ | re- 
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repreſented, in order to be taxed, doth 


not ſtand in the predicament of a com- 


pelled individual. Taxation is a law to 
which, being repreſented, he conſents, ei- 
ther by the voice of his delegate, or be- 
cauſe the Majority of the delegates of his 
fellow - ſubjects think proper to enforce it. 
When you mention the fluctuating ſtate 
to which the Houſe of Commons was 
expoſed, during the courſe of many 
reigns, we are inclined to wiſh, that as 
no page of . hiſtory, or politics, can have 
eſcaped your ſearch, or warped your pe- 
netration, you had enriched a longer pa- 
ragraph with juſt remarks concerning an 
an acknowledged truth. 'Yours is no 
partial pen, and muſt undoubtedly have 
corroborated the idea tbat this fluctuation 
receded, at one period, from the too 
powerful attacks of tyranny, and, at 
another period, advanced beneath the au- 
ſpices of Patriots, who had recourſe to 
proſperous arms, for its defence. The 
majority of the ſubjects of Henry the 
Eighth may be divided into devoted vie- 
tims, 
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tims, and abandoned De From this 
deſpotic Executioner, the former ventured. 
to difſent, and periſhed. The latter 
trembled, and obeyed. The turpitude, 
and the diſtreſs of Parliaments, at ſuch a 
junQure, is eaſier to be imagined, than 
deſcribed. Their fluctuation was the ſig- 
nal of a long, and baneful inactivity, 
through which their claims to formerly- 
acquired rights were ſcarcely ever urged, 
and often ſunk into diſgraceful ſilence. 
The Barons, at an æra more remote, ob- 
tained, by force of arms, from John, i in 
power a feebler Prince than Henry, but 
in his will, as keen a Deſpot, the con- 
firmation of the rights of Engliſhmen, 
They have been violated too frequently 
by the invaſions of ſucceeding Sovereigns. 
Elizabeth hath aimed ſome furious blows 
at the immunities of the Commons, 
whilſt the nation, ſeduced by an attention 
to a recorded chain of glorious circum- | 
ſtances, were either blind to tyranny, or 
thought it fell too lightly to be noticed, 
I 2 James 
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James ſe and Charles the Firſt have 
trodden, with a wanton ſoot, along this 
beaten path; and as the laſt hath. juſtly 
paid thg forfeit with bis life, it were a 
cruelty to load his memory with deteſta- 
tion, if, whilſt we ſpeak- with horror of 
the Plunderer of human rights, we did 
not. wiſh to ſhew him as a Beacon to the 
different Kings who guide the helms of 
Government, In Charles, and James the 
Second, we trace. again the overhearing 
ſpirit of the Stuart line. From. theſe 
aroſe another. fluctuation in the Houſe of 
Commons; nor can it properly be ſaid 
to have acquired any capital degree of 


| . perv 
ce James was far from beivg convinced n pag 
ithout their 


no right-to force money from his People, w 
conſeijt. In a converſation with two Prelates, Mi tage, 
and Neale, the Iaft as courtly a creature as ever fat upon 
the ſacredi bench, the king enquired whether he might 
not eaſe his ſubjects of ſome part of their caſh, without 
an application to Parliament. Undoubtedly, Sire," 
(replied Neale) Tow are the breath of our mouths.” 
When the queſtion was repeated to Montagu, he obſerv- 
ed. that, although be, conld not pretend, th determine fa nice 
a point, yet be muſt beg. lea de to affirm that his Majeſty 
ne, be to blame, if did "not take his brother Neale's 
money, becauſe his lordſhip had offered.it- One is almoſt 
tempted to wiſh, that the Author of Taxation no Ty- 
ranxy had been an American, that, upon his own prin- 
ciples, the wholeſome doctrine of biſhop Montagu might 
have been enforced againſt him. 
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permaneney, until the Revolution of 1688, 
Whatfoever may be my own feelings; I 
ſcorn to hurt the delicacy of yours; and; 
therefore, not to drop one little grain. of 
praiſe for William, proceed to obſerve that 
the firm baſis; of the Parliament ſeems ri- 
vetted by | the. ſettlement of the Crawn 
upon the gentle Houſe of Hanover. >. 
| It ſcarcely. appears pothbla; that the 
ſucceſs with which your political inveſti- 
gations ae always crowned, ſhould not 
direct you to a diſcovery. of the-reaſon 
why new, Burgefſes have been added to 
the Houſe, of Commons, from time to 
time. Not to mention that thus increaſe 
hath been effected, atzi ane / period, to 
ſuppott the pur poſes of the Crown, and 
at another period, for the national ad- 
vantage, there are motives which ſcareely 
can elude your | ſearch, if you bad = 
tience to purſue it. 
Whether the King hath a [hier .6f of 
increaſing the number of Burgeſſes, is a 
queſtion which, I would flatter my- 
ſelf, cannot be refolyed affirmatively, 
| even 
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even by you, without an hoſt of difti- 
culties to impede: your progreſs. 1 truſt 
that our gracious Sovereign beholds with 
too favourable an eye the conduct of the 
majority of his Parliament, to think it 
neceſſary to aſſiſt them with a freſh: re- 
cruit, The multitude of thoſe who want 
to have the Conſtitution new-modelled in 
favor of the planters, is far from being 
ſo- large, Perhaps, as you imagine ; and 
I can venture to- aſſure you, that they 'are 
not even as one to the hundred of thoſe 
who wiſh that the Conſtitution may be 
ſecure from flagrant violations, during 
the execution of what is 8 juſtice 
upon the Americans. 280 

Vour obſervation n as * planters 
grow rich; they may buy eſtates in Eng- 
land, and without any innovation effec- 
tually repreſent their native Colonies; is 
puerile; One of the preſent Members 
for Briftpl was born in America, By 
what ſophiſtry do you prove an aſſertion 
with a legal i import? Will you never in 
* us with a better arguinent to con- 
vince 
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vince us that bei is abſolutely a Repreſen= 
tative of the Coloniſts ? _ 

It is a pity. that the zeal which burrier 
you into an attempt to prove that every 
public meaſure is defenſible, could not 
reſtrain you even from the bare mention 
of Quebec, Did you imagine that ano- 
ther inſtance :was wanting to aſcertain 
the Juſtice of the old remark, a weak ad- 
vocate is the worſt enemy? The late tranſ 
actions in Canada might adminiſter to a 
bitter Pamphleteer perpetual, food for 
ſcandal. To you, and to your friends, I 
leave the painful talk of heaping morę 
contempt upon the Royal Proclamation, 
If either you, or Mr. Mauduit, inter, 

that becauſe King James, and King 
Chatles the Firſt promiſed the ſettlers i in 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, exemption from taxes 
for ven years, they were, after the ex- 
piration of the ſtipulated term, liable to 
taxation by the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, I preſume that you are both miſ- 
taken. Not to reaſon with you concern 
ing a clauſe in a cancelled Charter, le 
us 
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| eo attend to the meaniag of the Virgi- 
nian Charters, which are ſtill in force. 
Theſe temporary exemptions from taxes 
were not inttoduced ſo much with a re- 
troſpect to Conſtitutional Powers, and 
Prohibitions, as in order to encourage 
the political, and commercial ſtruggles 
of an infant Colony, and to protect it 
from that eatly impoſition of duties, 
whether external, or internal, which, 
preceding its artival at maturity, might 
ſo weaken it as to hazard its recovery, 
Thus, the fourteenth Clauſe in the firſt 
Virginian Charter (granted in April 1606) 
enacts that during the term of ſeven years, 
for the better relief of the Plantation, all 
goods, chattels, armour, munition, and 
furniture, ſhall not be liable to cuſtom, 
or ſubſidy. All this cannot, by any ſo- 
phiſtry whatſoever, be conſtrued as de- 
claratory of a right to tax the Virginians, 
at the expiration of a ſtipulated time, in 
a Parliament, where they are not repre» 
ſented. The very next, the fifteenth 
Clauſe, inveſting them with all the im- 
munities 
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munities claimed by individuals abiding 
and born within the Realm of England, 
directly contradicts ſo groundleſs a poſi- 
tion. In the nineteenth Clauſe of the 
ſecond Charter, paſſed in March, 1609. 
and ſtill before the Virginians began to 
feel increaſe of ſtrength, the exemption 
from ſubfidies, and cuſtoms, within their 
own Colony, was lengthened by the ſpace 
of one, and twenty years; and they were 
alſo freed, in the ſame Clauſe, from all 
taxes, and impoſitians, for ever, upon 
any goods, or merchandizes, at any time 
thereafter, either upon importation thi- 
ther, or exportation from thence, into the 
Realm of England, or into any Domi- 
nion belonging to England, except only 


the fave pounds per cent. due for cuſtom 


upon all goods brought into the Btitiſh 
Dominions, according to the antient trade 
of Merchants. The twenty- ſecond Clauſe 
of this Charter again inveſts the Virgini- 
ans with every immunity of Engliſhmen. 
All theſe privileges are ratified in the laſt 
Virginian Charter granted in 1611-12. 

| _ In 
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In your legiſlatorial capacity, you 
ſcarcely deſerve an anſwer; yet, as your 
dictates, ſo extrayagantly, and, I muſt 
add, ſo horribly removed from every prin - 
ciple of juſtice, and humanity, receive 
too powerful a ſanction, contempt is not 
ſufficient. A word is due to indignation. 
The. Americans are, -by their Charters, 
inveſted with the immunities of Eng- 
liſhmen, To be tried by the peers of the 
vicinage, is one of *theſe immunities. 
Therefore, an act which declares, . that? 
an American, accuſed of a crime com 
mitted within the precincts of his Co- 
lony, ſhall be brought over to Great 
Britain, in order to take his trial, is not 
conſtitutionally valid, and militates againſt 
the Common Law which the three Legiſla- 
tive Bodies are ſolemnly bound to main- 
tain inviolable. Were a Statute replete 
with equal tyranny to be in force againſt 
you, in conjunction with other Engliſh- 
men, from the perpetration of a parti- 
cular offence, with what temper, after 
having applied for mercy, could you 


ſup- 
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fupport this inſolent return? Expect no 
pity ; Prefume | not to offend, for, only 
whilſt you continue innocent, — you be 
/ TIRE 68 
It doth not follow that becauſe frauds 
in the impoſts are tried, amongſt us, by 
commiſſion, without a jury, the Boſto- 
nians ſhould ſubmit to the ſame mode. 
The Exciſe laws, howſoever arbitrary 
they may appear, have not hitherto been 
effectually oppoſed in England, and they, | 
perhaps, reſult from political neceſſity. 
A diſcuſſion of their propriety is foreign 
to the preſent purpoſe. It will be ſuffi- 
cient to remark that they neither do 
exiſt, nor could have exiſted in this 
Country, without the conſent of the 
Majority of the Repreſentatives of the 
People ; arid that they cannot legally exiſt 
in the American Colonies, the inhabi- 
tants of which are inveſted with- all the 
immunities of Engliſhmen, until they 
ſhall have pafſed through the particular 
Aſſemblies, from which, alone, — 10 
to iſſue. 
K 2 It 
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It is pleafant to obſerve, that two di- 
ſtinguiſhed props of your political inveſti- 
gations are Fontenelle, and an Italian Phi- 
loſopher. As the latter hath remarked, 
that * 12 man 'defires to hear what he hath 
already ſeen,” you infer, in anfwer to the 
complaint which the Americans make of 
being condemned unheared, that all trials 
are enquiries concerning a doubtful point, 
and that they are needleſs, when the: 
crime is manifeſt, and notorious. San- 
cho Pancha, or Trappolin, would have 
paſſed a wiſer ſentence. According to. 
this rule, it could not be abſurd, were 
one of the twelve judges to order an 
Highwayman, committing a robbery in 
his fight, to be ſeized, and led, imme- 
diately, without a trial, to execution. 
This ignorance of the inevitable Law of 
England, whether it be real, or affected, 
is not worthy of a ſerious anſwer. 

It is not ſufficient, if after ſlightly la- 
menting that the ſame vengeance involves 
the innocent, and guilty, you only add 
that human caution cannot prevent it, 


nor 
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nor human power always redreſs it. 
From ſo amiable a writer,. one might 
have expected an endeavour to alleviate 
the grievance. Even a. Sollicitor-ge- 
neral wiſhes for a teſt to diſcriminate the 
innocent from the guilty, 

To your arguments in defence of the 
authority veſted in the Courts of Admi- 
ralty, it is ſufficient to anſwer that it may 
be diſputed, becauſe it is manifeſtly re- 
pugnant to the Great Charter, and the 


incontrovertible Right of Trials by Jurics. 


- To, enquire whether the Americans 


ſhould reſiſt the demands of Parliament, 


as well for our ſakes as for their own, is 


an invidious taſk ; I willingly decline it; 


and although much might be faid to 
prove that the introduction of taxation, 
without ropreſentation, in any pert of the 
Britiſh Dominions, is a precedent which 


might hereafter become fatal to. the 
whole, I ſhall leave the reader to his own. 


concluſions, 


Should I aſſume the liberty of ſling 
you an impudent, (and what may natu- 


rally 
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rally follow) an empty, and conceited 
writer, a multitude to whom the whiſt- 
ling of a name is like a ſacred ſound 
which bids us bow before ſome literary 
god, would confider me as an heretic; 
whoſe ſins were never to be purged 
away. To their fulminating ſentence, I 
can attend with all the coolneſs of diſ- 
dain ; and, (if the feelings of my heart 
have not miſled me,) there is an obſtinacy 
connected with my errors, which makes 
me wiſh for a perpetual excommunica- 
tion from the pale of ſuch politics as 
your own, The patriotic flame which 
burns within your virtuous boſom, emits 
no genial heat to mine, nor ſhall I fol- 
low you to that communion, where the 
purity of the ſervice can only be exceed- 
ed by the value of the offerings. May 
I preſume to aſk if, when the Miniſter 
divided theſe, your pious zeal was not 
rewarded? Yet the queſtion is unneceſ- 
ſary; He ſaw that you were a melancho- 
ly object of his charity, and flew to your 
relief, 


But, 


ere. 
But, permit me to come nearer to the 
point: The epithets zmpudent and arro- 
gant are violences of language, in the 
uſe of which, he only ſhould be juſtified, 
he only ſhould be ſecure from | perſonal 
corrections, who can ſupport his allega- 
tions. May 1 flatter myſelf that it is 
not critnibak-to mark the amiable ex- 
tremes of your modeſty, and humility, 
when you are pleaſed ta ſtigmatiae a 
Congreſs . (who have found advocates; 
amongſt no inconſiderable number of the 
moſt upright, and diſcerning Politicians 
of this Kingdom, Jas acting with, unpar- 
donable effrontery? reh de 
Is a meeting, at which the ſentiments/ 
of the Americans were collected with. all. 
the regularity, equity, and preciſion, 
which a variety of melancholy eircum- 
ſtances could poſſibly admit of, a proper 
object for illiberal abuſe ? Even now, 
amidſt the violence of contention, they. 
wiſh for peace. But you reſign them to 
diſdain, and vengeance. | . 


We re. 
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Were I a Corniſh Tin-man, it is pro-, 
bable that, retaining a grateful ſenſe of 
the creditable ſpecimen which you have 
given of my underſtanding, I might with 

to hug you in my arms. Athletic as his 

Benefactor, how ſuitably might ſuch a 
8on of liberty return the favor which 
you granted! In whatſoever light," the 
individuals, for whoſe ſervice you have 
compoſod this ſpirited memorial, may 
view your conduct, I heartily ſubſcribe 
to part of the opinion which you give 
concerning it; and although too ſtupid 
to enjoy the Attic ſeaſoning of the jeſt; 
agree that ** if was written by à madman.” 
When you contend for arrogance, you 
may with eaſe monopolize the palm of 
victory. It cannot be denied to him wWho, 
ſounding his on trumpet, informs dt 
that he #nows not whether the warme 
admirers of Penſylvanian eloquence can find 
any argument in tbe addreſſes of the Con- 
greſe, that it not with greater flrength 
urged by bim in the character of the Cor- 
#Þhman. [lad you, in all the mercilels 
hy courſe 


n 
courſe of your Pamphlet, advanced a 
fingle argument, ſupportable by the Law 
of the Conſtitution, to ptote that Taxa- 
tion cod exiſt without Repreſentation, 
your Memorial would not only have 
been adtniflible; but as juſt, as it is 
laughable. One of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſentences in it is, “ We do not 
lite taxes; We will not therefore be taxed.” 
It is ſomething fimilat'ts the ground, on 
which à late Majority have proceeded; 
They /ikt to tat the Americans without 
their confent, and, 7berefore,” the Ame= 
ricans ſhall be taxed. 

You obferve that all which the can 
can boaſt is, that they did ſomething far 
themſeboes, and did not wholly tand inactive, 
while che ſons of Britain were fighting in 
their cauſe. I leave the Journals of the 
Houſe of Commons, ſignifying their 
thanks, and ordering the repayment of 
large fums expended by the Americans in 
ſupport of the laſt war, to contradict you. 

On the Fiſhery Bill, it is needleſs to 
expatiate. I wilt venture to aſſert, that 
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it is not the ſanction of the Legiſlature 
which will prevent the Multitude from 
reading it with horror. You are. ſevere 
on their aſſociations of fraud to rob their 
Creditors. In this, you remind us of a 
practice much too prevalent in England: 
Executions are carried into the houſe of 
an unfortunate tradeſman; his perſon. is 
arreſted; and whilſt the only difference 
| between him, and his family is, that the 
| one ſtarves within a Gaol,, and that the 
others ſtarve out of it; the barbarian at 
whoſe ſuit they ſuffer this diſtreſs, ex · 
claims that they bave no principle, and 
never can be prevailed area Pay their 
Aebts. „r 174 
Vos wiſh, that theſe, Rebel, Lay 
ſubdued by terror, rather than by violence. 
I that, now, poſſible? Hath no violence 
been tried ? Or, doth it exiſt only. in the 
force of ws? Unleſs that we can ſo 
totally inſult the underſtanding, and de- 
preciate the reſolution of the Americans, 
LY to ſuppoſe them to be languiſhing, un- 
der ſuch ignomigious feelings as are in- 
conſiſtent 
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benbbest with every degree of cowardice, 
except the haſt; we cannot hope that, in 
the alarm of fear, they ſhould ſurrender, 
before they are attacked: we have al- 
ready found a r to wg the con- 
_ 991 thin qt 
When you mention thi Aiälton of of 
Hifeverit opinions, I look back with re- 
verence on ene opinion, which under- 
went a fate in all reſpects il ſuited to the 
exalted talents, and to the liberal i inten- 
tions of the man who gave it. A noble 
Lord, or, (to borrow your expreſſion, 
| whilſt I reject your meaning, 7he great” 
Acer / Patrivtiſm,' whoſe political of- 
fences, 'howſoever violently they may be 
exaggerated,” are all too trivial to impair 
the char of public gratitude which ſtill 
connects him with his fellow - ſubjects, 
Hath drawn a Bill of Accommodation be- 
tween the Mother- Country, and the Co- 
loniſts, to which the principal objection 
is, that its ſucceſs muſt tend to the de- 
ſtruckion of twelve Acts of Parliament. 
The faithleſs Peer, who once was ho- 
ere L 2 nored 
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avred mtb be qutajage f de Earl 


Chatham, mmuſt certainly have forgotten 
that it ia more diſgraceful to ſtartle at th 
repeal. of an injutious ediQt,, than to po 
mote an wholeſome ordinange. his con- 
ciliatory Plan ſpeaks for itſelf. It is the 
Corner Stane of the Temple of- Peave 
and were it ance. placed, tha Building 
tions, and laſt for Ages. 
be tranquility with which, you men- 
tion the neceſlity. of. ſubduing abe Amer 

ricans, apd withthe leaſt, anywy paſte 14 
their perſons, and their-paſiefpeurs: i Natwer 

ral to the, Eolitician of the glaſets, when 
by the, magic gf his; pen, cancghige tha 
courſe, of War, r fix the prochmatian. of 

a peace. Werg, it paſſibla thay yam. could 

be convinced, oh any fallacy, in Y [845 

5 ſoning, one. might be , apt to wiſh, thay 
vou would fight, your battles, gt 2 Jeſs 
conſiderable. diſtance, from, the enemy: 

and that you wougd bravely; venture, in 
your next gxpedition, to paſy aver, the At- 

lantic. If you can truſt the repreſontati- 
| ; ons 
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ons to which the Miniſtry.appear-to-lifs; 
ten with an eaſy faith, you mapandulge 
the pleaſing hope that alb your laurels 
ſtain their honorable verdure. Vet, wore 
the Rebels to oppoſe you, ſtill Victory 
muſt be yours; And, let us hope, (to 
borrow the expreſſion, in which you 
lately paid a tribute to the memory of tho 
Uncle of our Sovereign, ) that - theſe 
Americans may not be cube by ' tbe 
beavy hund of a uindictiue conguerur. 
+ It is the mode amongſt the military 
Gontlemem (and one Officer, with whoſe 
opinion a virtuous Lord: concurs, hath 
mne the apy: Cons 


"with he nature © the Cslenits to 
aint them as a ſet of Bobadilt, who 
Jaſter till their foes approach, and then 

are planet: ſtricben, to enlarge upon the 

meanneſs, and corruption of their man- 
ners, to enumerate their ſordid ways of 
living, and to expoſe with ridicule their 
| ace in religion. To ſuch as theſt, 


it 
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it never can be ĩmagined that dur warlibe 
Court would chufr to /r ber | example 
of aß ming And yet, if We muſt 
take the field! againſt them, it would be 
politic to wait the iſſue of à Battle, be? 
fore we undervulued them It was ac 
knowledged by ſome impartia) Generals 
that a diſturbance in the North; (ot 
which you, probably, have heared) might 
more eaũly have been quelted, if ſach a 
multitude of their fellow-ſoldiers 1 had 
not reported that the inſurgents were 
at once timid) and undiſciplined. Is it 
from ſimilar informations that our Mini- 
ſters think fit to (threaten ? And —_ 
7 eagerlyiproclaim theſe '» 2: la 

bella excrruta _— —_ 
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becauſe the natives of America are rem. 
Blingly alive! to every. ſenſe of fear, and 
imbecillity IA RI Muni Gon 
Such is the Character for whi ich Millions 
are indebted, to the, liberality of the Eng, 
liſh. It would have been drawn with 


1778 


more conbiſtency, if no mention had been 


made 
dee the Memorial of the Count de Cuines, | 


| ( 79 ) 
made of theit enthuſiaſm in: religion. 


With this - predominant ſpiritiathe civil 
wars in the laſt century were waged amidſt 
a ſeries of ſucceſſes, which terminated-in 
the deſtruction of a Tyrant. A Reverend 
| Writer hath with propricty obſerved, that 

a poet is an Enthuſiaſt in jeſt ; but that a 


man who thinks himſelf a Divine is an 


Enthuſiaſt in good earneſt. 

The alluſion in the ſentence, V "BY 
be thus fatally contagious, how it it that 
we hear the loudeſt yelps for liberty, among 
the drivers, of negroes ? is; beſt; known to 
yourſelf. Lyyould not with to wrong you 
by an interpretat on of it. If at be liberal 


you are guiltleſs, and the audacity. of ans 


ſolence alone could venture to attack you. 
If it be illiberal, I muſt be ſilent, from 
that exceſs of. diſdain, which. frequently 
deprives'us of the power of language.” 
Your -** keenneſs of perſpicacity may 
have diſcerned” the future æta at which 
we are to be defeated by the Coloniſts. It 
is probable that You, and 1 (forgive the 
artogahcs which juins ſuch' different be- 


ings 


” „ 
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Ings, in the ſame ſentence,) may be de- 
voured at a banquet for the worms, be- 
fore America reduces England. Even the 
ſplendid Monument of Politics that muſt 
conſign to after- ages the credible tradi- 


tion that no Taxation can be Tyranny, 
may be diſſolved ere this reproachful pe- 
Tiod ſhall arrive. Should you ſurvive it, to 
whatſoever fate, your vanquiſhed Coun- 
trymen may be reduced, it is my anxious 
wiſh not that they may be permitted to im- 
Port into the confederated Cantons fuch pro- 
ducłs as they do not raiſe; not that F an 
Engliſh Ship ſalutes a fort with four guns, 
it ſhall be anſwered at leaft with two ; but 
that if You be inclined to hold a planta- 


"tion, Don ſhall only take an Oath of Alle- 


glance to the reigning powers, and be ſuffer- 
ed, while you live as inoffenſively, as you 
certainly do at preſent, fo retain your own 
opinion of Engliſh rights, unmolefied in your 
conſcience by an Oath of Abjuration, the 
which, (unleſs my memory hath failed 
-me,) you gratefully refuſed to take, in the 
moment when you did his preſent Ma- 


jeſty the honor to accept of agipcong- 
| derable penſion. | 


THE E ND. 
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